n8    THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

In this connection opportunity will be found for
sensible explanation of the final words of the Second
Commandment. The extracts already given from
essays shew the great need for this. The references
are very numerous and generally reflect the thoughts
expressed by the boy who wrote : " God's order is
this, that if the people don't obey Him, they will be
punished by the sins of the fathers falling on their
children." It may be pointed out clearly to our
children that the Jews perceived that certain physical
weaknesses and evil tendencies were handed down
from parents to children, and that some of these were
the direct result of the parents' sin. The Jews under-
stood only part of the truth when they formulated the
law of visitation " unto the third and fourth gener-
ation " in terms which signify its general application
to all cases of sin. If the little ones are too young
to understand such an explanation we should take
care that we do not teach the actual words to them,
nor until there is possible an appreciation of the
endeavour made by later Hebrew teachers to proclaim
a much more individualistic doctrine. It was the
prophet Jeremiah who at a much later date declared,
" In those days they shall say no more, The fathers
have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are
set on edge. But everyone shall die for his own
iniquity: every man that eateth the sour grapes
his teeth shall be set on edge.1* * At about the same
date the prophet Ezekiel proclaimed the same doctrine
to his fellow-exiles in Babylon: " Behold, all souls
are Mine ; as the soul of the father, so also the soul
of the son is Mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die." *
1 Jer. 3129.                    2Ezek. r8*.